[image: ]
Editing Checklist for Narrative Nonfiction	3
[bookmark: OLE_LINK84][bookmark: OLE_LINK85]Editing Checklist for Narrative Nonfiction
Character/Personality
The protagonist is likeable, or if not, is at least someone the reader can empathize with.
Persons depicted in the narrative are presented in an engaging way.
Heroes’ flaws are revealed and villains’ humanity is affirmed.
People are treated fairly and without stereotyping or creating caricatures.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The protagonist’s goal, motivation, and conflict are clear.
By the end of the story, the character has grown or learned something that will benefit the reader.
Viewpoint
The chosen focal characters are appropriate.
The psychic distance is appropriate for the story and genre.
The choice of first or third person is suitable to the story.
The degree to which the writer participates in the story is appropriate.
If multiple viewpoints are used, the transitions are clear.
Plot/Presentation
The stakes for the principal characters are stated early and clearly.
Each scene includes tension and moves the plot forward.
The plot, especially the opening, contains elements of surprise.
Tangents add to, rather than detract from, the main story.
Loose threads are tied up before or during the climax.
The ending is satisfying, with all major questions answered.
Premise or theme is expressed subtly but consistently.
Structure
Prologue, if used, is necessary and engaging.
The story begins in the right place.
A strong opening hook uses surprise, peril, or mystery to engage the reader.
Chapters are of approximately similar lengths.
Transitions clearly show how much time has elapsed and show how events 
relate to each other.
Flashbacks, if used, are kept to a minimum, are necessary to the story, 
and are engaging.
Information flows cleanly from one idea to the next.
The facts employed are credible and enhance the purpose or story.
Quotations are rendered accurately.
Quotations are substantiated, and appropriate citations are given.
Names are spelled correctly.
Claims have been verified by reliable sources.
You have in your notes, if not in the text, citations and links for your sources.
Someone with better math skills than you has verified your calculations.
Footnotes, endnotes, blind notes, and reference lists have been used appropriately and are formatted correctly.
Epilogue, if used, is necessary and engaging.
Pacing
Pace is appropriate to the action and genre.
Tension is appropriate to genre and keeps reader turning pages.
The cause-and-effect relationships of the events are delineated.
Excessive step-by-step description of actions is avoided.
Dialogue
Conversations are natural and realistic.
The dialogue moves the story along or provides important information.
Dialog tags convey meaningful information, such as action beats.
Each character has a unique speech pattern, reflecting their background.
Description
The time and place are established early and portrayed clearly.
The culture and mood are evoked through descriptions that will be clear to those unfamiliar with the setting.
Descriptions are woven in organically and pull the reader into the story.
Settings and objects are described in proportion to their importance.
Comparisons and similes are used to engage readers.
Readers get enough detail to envision each scene taking place.
Vivid details enhance the reader’s understanding and highlight key points.
Details are relevant and add to the reader experience.
All senses are engaged as appropriate to each scene.
Voice
The narrative voice draws the reader into the story and avoids being too distant or stilted. If possible, ensure the voice reflects the author’s own speaking voice.
The voice is consistent.
Dramatized scenes are used more than summary narrative.
The author avoids flowery or “purple” prose, as well as clichés and recycled phrases.
Paragraph and sentence lengths are varied in accordance with pace.
Language is clear and vocabulary is appropriate to the audience.

Mechanics
Punctuation is properly applied.
Usage is in accordance with convention.
Grammatical errors have been eliminated.
Spelling is correct.
Requirements of the chosen style guide have been met, 
including the format of citations, if any.
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